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UNIT INFORMATION 

UNIT CODE CR335

UNIT NAME Advanced Studies in English and Literacy

ASSOCIATED HIGHER EDUCATION 
AWARDS

Bachelor of Education (Primary)

DURATION One Semester

LEVEL AQF Level 7

CORE / ELECTIVE Core

WEIGHTING Unit credit points 10 (0.125 EFTSL)
Course credit points:

320 - Bachelor of Education (Primary)

LEARNING DELIVERY Internal/On Campus

 Weekly lecture
 Weekly tutorial (where applicable)

Plus, Learning Portal

External/Online

 Weekly virtual lecture/ tutorial
Plus, Learning Portal

Learning Portal (Moodle™)

 Power Point presentation and resources

 Weekly readings

 Study guides

 Collaborative forums: Student forums and News forum.

 Turnitin assessment and feedback tool

All unit outlines are reviewed prior to the offering of the unit to take 
account of student and lecturer feedback.

STUDENT WORKLOAD Contact hours/Directed Online study 30 hours
Reading, study and preparation 50 hours
Assignment preparation 70 hours 

Total 150 hours

Students requiring additional English language support are expected to 
undertake an additional one hour per week.

PREREQUISITES / COREQUISITES /
RESTRICTIONS

CR131 Introduction to Cross Curricular Literacies

CR232 Curriculum and Pedagogy: English and Literacy

http://www.chc.edu.au/
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RATIONALE

Enduring Understanding:  Understanding and recognising diverse learner needs in English and literacy will impact 
pedagogical choices.  

This unit, the third core unit for pre-service teachers of Prep - Year 6 English, builds upon the understanding of the 
range of learner needs found within English and literacy. Pre-service teachers will explore diagnostic tools and digital 
platforms to inform literacy intervention strategies and embed differentiated practice. Pre-service teachers will 
investigate and apply pedagogies of English and literacy in both the receptive and productive modes with a specific 
focus of catering to individual learner needs. 

The unit develops Christian understandings of socially just, inclusive practices for teaching school students from 
diverse socio-cultural backgrounds, with particular attention given to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
perspectives.

CONTENT 

1. Critical engagement with differentiation strategies for teaching literacy elements in receptive and productive 
modes:
1.1. P-2 and 3-6 learner phase distinctives 
1.2. Flexible grouping
1.3. Multisensory representations
1.4. Task tiering
1.5. Multi-level scaffolding
1.6. Extension strategies
1.7. Specific learning needs

2. Fostering literacy independence:
2.1. Role and purpose of conferencing with students
2.2. Parent/carer engagement strategies

3. Collecting, collating and analysing literacy-related data including:
3.1. Diagnostic tools
3.2. Digital tools
3.3. Standardised testing

4. How and when to monitor English and literacy – the monitoring cycle:
4.1. Role of pretesting 
4.2. Formative assessment strategies
4.3. Feedback 
4.4. Summative assessment
4.5. Reporting components

5. Issues and case Studies in English and literacy assessment

6.      A Christian understanding of the importance of language and literacy and differentiated teaching practices for 
students from diverse socio-cultural backgrounds, especially Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students:
6.1 A Christian understanding of language and literacy
6.2 The role of a student’s first language in shaping identity and influencing literacy development
6.3 The role of language in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander identity and culture
6.4 Christian understandings of social justice in education

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

On completion of this unit, pre-service teachers will have provided evidence that they have:

http://www.chc.edu.au/
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1. developed comprehensive knowledge of and reflected upon the praxis of language pedagogies and assessment in 
the light of contemporary theory, research and achievement data
Graduate Teacher Standards:  1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.5, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.7, 5.1, 5.4
Graduate Attributes:  2, 4, 5, 6.

2. designed and evaluated assessment and learning tools including ICTs to facilitate differentiated practice and 
support diverse learners in English and literacy
Graduate Teacher Standards:  2.6, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.6, 4.1, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4
Graduate Attributes:  2, 4, 5, 6

3. collected and analysed literacy data to inform differentiated teaching, including selection of teaching strategies, 
resources and learning experiences and incorporating digital resources, to meet diverse learner needs
Graduate Teacher Standards:  3.1, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5
Graduate Attributes:  2, 4, 5, 6

4. investigated and applied differentiated principles and practice in English and literacy, including strategies for 
engaging parents/carers in student’s literacy learning 
Graduate Teacher Standards:  1.1, 1.5, 2.1, 2.5, 2.6, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.7, 5.5, 7.3
Graduate Attributes:  2, 4, 5, 6, 7

5. articulated Christian worldview perspectives relating to language teaching, pedagogy and culturally inclusive 
practices especially Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives and
Graduate Teacher Standards:  1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 2.4, 4.1
Graduate Attributes:  2, 3, 4, 5, 6

6. communicated at an appropriate tertiary standard: with special attention to design elements, grammars, usage, 
logical relations, style, referencing and presentation
Graduate Teacher Standards:  
Graduate Attributes:  6, 7

ASSESSMENT TASKS

In order to receive a passing grade a student must fulfil the following requirements:

 adequate submission/attempt of all assessment tasks
 achieve a summative exit grade of Pass or above

TASK 1: ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY ON DIFFERENTIATED PRACTICE IN ENGLISH

Document your engagement with course readings and class discussions in an annotated bibliography. Each 
annotation should evaluate the ideas and discuss implications for teaching (approximatley200- 250 words each with 
adherence to the overall word limit). 
Write a conclusion which synthesises key concepts from across all five readings. The summary should be 300 words.

Word Length: 1500 words
Weighting: 40% 
Assessed: Week 7

TASK 2: DESIGN A SUITE OF STRATEGIES FOR DIFFERENTIATING CLASSROOM ENGLISH TEACHING

Design a suite of differentiated teaching practices for teaching and learning in receptive and productive modes in 
English in response to class data provided by the lecturer. Provide a rationale for your decisions with respect to:

 The data analysis
 Identified needs

http://www.chc.edu.au/
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 Differentiation strategies 
 Parent engagement

Word Length/Duration: 2500 words
Weighting: 60%
Assessed: Week 9

ASSESSMENT ALIGNMENT

Assessment 
Task

Learning Outcome Content Graduate Teacher 
Standards

Graduate 
Attributes

Task 1 1, , 5, 6 1-4 1.1, 1.2, 1.5, 2.1, 
2.2, 2.3, 2.5, 3.2, 
3.3, 3.4, 3.6, 4.1, 5.5

1, 6

Task 2 1 – 6. 1 - 6 1.1,1.2, 1.5, 3.1, 3.2, 
3.3, 3.7, 5.1, 5.2, 
5.3, 5.4, 5.5, 7.3

1, 6

ASSESSMENT ELABORATION

Task 1:  Annotated Bibliography on differentiated practice

Task Requirements: For each of  five readings,  evaluate the main findings and discuss the implications for 
differentiated English and Literacy education within a Christian perspective. Document your ideas  in an annotated 
bibliography. 

The following steps will scaffold progress towards completing this assessment task:

Consult resources about writing an annotated bibliography to support your work.
Read the article and prepare some thoughts before the tutorial. 
Engage in a discussion about the reading during the tutorial.
Revise your analysis in the light of the discussion.  
Select five responses to include in your final submission.
Write a summary statement of 300 words that synthesises key issues related to principles and practices for 

differentiation in English and Literacy education within a Christian perspective.

Task 2: Differentiation Plan

Task Requirements: Design a suite of differentiated teaching practices in receptive and productive modes in 
response to class data. Explain how you will ensure the ongoing effectiveness of your differentiated teaching and 
facilitate parent engagement. Justify all aspects of the planning with reference to the literature on differentiation, 
data analysis and parent engagement within a Christian perspective.

The following steps will scaffold progress towards completing this assessment task:

 Interpret the student data (provided) to determine the range of student progress across the class in 
receptive and productive modes in English. 

 Identify three specific areas of need for differentiation in both modes using the data to justify your 
decisions. 

http://www.chc.edu.au/
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 Evaluate the adequacy of the initial data set and make recommendations for additional data collection to 
inform your differentiated teaching.

 Make recommendations for ongoing assessment and data collection to monitor the effectiveness of the 
planning

 Design a differentiation plan that includes three strategies in each mode in response to the needs of 
children in the class for extra support and challenge. 

 Explain how each strategy aligns with a model or framework that informs differentiation.
 Povide an example of how you could implement each strategy in a lesson/ learning activity (250 words/ 

strategy).
 Explain how and why to facilitate parent engagement in the differentiation process. 
 Justify the design of each aspect of the plan using appropriate academic literature and curriculum 

documents.

SPECIALIST FACILITIES OR EQUIPMENT

Nil

PRESCRIBED TEXTS

Nil  

Selected readings will be available via the Moodle™ site for this unit.

RECOMMENDED READINGS

CURRICULUM READINGS

Adam, H. (2020).Transforming Practice: Transforming lives through diverse children’s literature. Primary English 
Teaching Association Australia.

Anstey, M. and  Bull, G.. (2004). The Literacy Labyrinth 2nd ed. Prentice Hall.

Fisher, D., Frey, N. and Hattie, J. (2016). Visible Learning for Literacy. Corwin Literacy.

Fountas, C. I., and Pinnell, G.S. Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency: thinking, talking and writing about reading, K-
8.Heineman. 

Forster, M. (2009). Literacy and Numeracy Diagnostic tool: An evaluation. Australian Council of Education Research 
(ACER), http://research.acer.edu.au/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1017&context=monitoring_learning 

Harper, H. and Feez, S. (2020) An EAL/D Handbook: Teaching and learning across the curriculum when English is an 
additional language or dialect. Primary English Teaching Association Australia.

Hertzberg, M. (2020) Teaching English Language Learners in Mainstream Classes. Primary English Teaching 
Association Australia.

Hill, S., (2012). Developing Early Literacy:  Assessment and Teaching.  Eleanor Curtain Publishing.

Lilypad, A. (2015). How To Analyze Running Records (And Get a Ton of Valuable Information About Your Beginning 
Readers!), Learning at the Primary Pond available at http://learningattheprimarypond.com/blog/how-to-
analyze-running-records/

Narvaez, L, and Brinijoin, K. (2010). Differentiation at work, K-5 principles, lessons and strategies. Corwin. (online 
access)

http://www.chc.edu.au/
http://learningattheprimarypond.com/blog/how-to-analyze-running-records/
http://learningattheprimarypond.com/blog/how-to-analyze-running-records/
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Parkin, B. & Harper, H. (2018). Teaching with intent: Scaffolding academic language with marginalised students. Primary 
English Teaching Association Australia.

Tomlinson. C. A. (2017). How to differentiate instruction in academically diverse classrooms. 3rd edition. ASCD. (online 
access)

JOURNALS AND  ARTICLES

Australian Journal of Language and Literacy

Australian Language and Literacy Matters

Closing the Gap Between Research and Practice: Foundations for the Acquisition of Literacy

Literacy Learning: The Middle Years (A journal of the Australian Literacy Educators' Association focusing on the Middle 
Years)

PETAA Papers

Practical Literacy: The Early Years (A journal of the Australian Literacy Educators' Association focusing on the Early Years)

Bennett, R. E., (2011). Formative Assessment: a critical review. Assessment in Education 18:1, 5-25. 

Francis, M. (2019) Interview with John Munro Australian Journal of Gifted Education 28(1) pp48-58 DOI: 
10.21505/ajge.2019.0005  https://search.informit.org/doi/epdf/10.3316/aeipt.223124

Pieretti, R., Roseberry-McKibbin, C., (2015). Assessment and Intervention for English Language Learners with 
Primary Language Impairment. Communication Disorders Quarterly 37:2, 117-128. 
doi/10.1177/1525740114566652

Walsh and Kemp (2019). The Effect of Higher-Order Questioning on the Complexity of Gifted Preschoolers’ 
Language Australian Journal of Gifted Education 28(1) 6-23 DOI: 10.21505/ajge.2019.0002 
https://search.informit.org/doi/epdf/10.3316/aeipt.223125

WEBSITES

Excel Test Zone https://www.exceltestzone.com.au/free_trial/diagnostic/2

ESL for Primary Kids: http://www.eslforprimarykids.com/

Ministry of Education TKI: http://assessment.tki.org.nz/Assessment-tools-resources/Assessment-tool-
selector/Select-an-Assessment-Tool

Scootle:  https://scootle.edu.au

Websites with information on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander resources and pedagogies
https://www.aate.org.au/aate-digital/indigenous-literature-resources/indigenous-literature-resources
https://readingaustralia.com.au/2020/09/workshop-teaching-culturally-sensitive-texts/
https://readingaustralia.com.au/level/primary/

New Learning: Transformational Design for Pedagogy and Assessment:
http://newlearningonline.com/multiliteracies

Australian Curriculum:  English 
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/english/curriculum/f-10?layout=1

http://www.chc.edu.au/
https://search.informit.org/doi/epdf/10.3316/aeipt.223124
https://search.informit.org/doi/epdf/10.3316/aeipt.223125
https://scootle.edu.au/
https://www.aate.org.au/aate-digital/indigenous-literature-resources/indigenous-literature-resources
https://readingaustralia.com.au/2020/09/workshop-teaching-culturally-sensitive-texts/
https://readingaustralia.com.au/level/primary/
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/english/curriculum/f-10?layout=1
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Magabala Books
https://www.magabala.com/

Australian Literacy Educators’ Association Australia
https://www.alea.edu.au/

Foundation for Learning and Literacy
https://foundationforlearningandliteracy.info/ 

Primary English Teachers’ Association Australia
https://www.petaa.edu.au/

Victorian Education Department 
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/english/curriculum/f-10?layout=1

OTHER

In addition to the resources above, students should have access to a Bible, preferably a modern translation such as 
The Holy Bible: The New International Version 2011 (NIV 2011) or The Holy Bible: New King James Version (NKJV).

These and other translations may be accessed free on-line at http://www.biblegateway.com. The Bible app from 
LifeChurch.tv is also available free for smart phones and tablet devices.

UNIT REVIEW

SEMESTER FEEDBACK AND RESPONSE

http://www.chc.edu.au/
https://www.magabala.com/
https://foundationforlearningandliteracy.info/
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/english/curriculum/f-10?layout=1
http://www.biblegateway.com/
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RUBRIC

TASK 1: ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY ON DIFFERENTIATED PRACTICE

LO CRITERIA HIGH DISTINCTION DISTINCTION CREDIT PASS FAIL

1, 4, 5 Evaluate the key points 
of the selected readings

 A well-crafted evaluation y 
of the details of the 
reading.

A concise and clear 
evaluation of the details 
of the reading.

An adequate evaluation 
of the details of the 
reading.

An adequate evaluation 
of the details of the 
reading with some 
weaknesses

Limited or no evaluation fo 
the details of the reading.

1, 4,5 Discussion of the 
implications for 
differentiated practice 
in English and Literacy 
within a Christian 
perspective

Insightful discussion of 
the implications for 
differentiation in English 
and Literacy within a 
Christian perspective.

Considered discussion of 
the implications for 
differentiation in English 
and Literacy within a 
Christian perspective.

Relevant discussion of 
implications for 
differentiation in English 
and Literacy within a 
Christian perspective

Relevant discussion of the 
implications for 
differentiation in English 
or Literacy within a 
Christian perspective but 
could be further 
developed

Limited discussion of the 
implications for 
differentiation in English or 
Literacy, or no mention of 
a Christian perspective

6 Communicated at an 
appropriate tertiary 
standard: with special 
attention to design 
elements, grammars, 
usage, logical relations, 
style, referencing and 
presentation

Effectively controls 
conventions of academic 
writing

Comprehensive and 
accurate APA 7 
referencing

Consistently controls 
conventions of academic 
writing

Mostly accurate APA 7 
referencing

Mostly controls 
conventions of academic 
writing and APA 7 
referencing details

Satisfactory evidence of 
conventions of academic 
writing and APA 7 
referencing

Inadequate control of 
academic writing and many 
errors in APA 7 referencing 
conventions

COMMENT

http://www.chc.edu.au/
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RUBRIC

TASK 2: DESIGN A SUITE OF STRATEGIES FOR DIFFERENTIATING CLASSROOM TEACHING

LO CRITERIA HIGH DISTINCTION DISTINCTION CREDIT PASS FAIL

1, 2, 3 Analyse data to inform 
differentiation and design 
data collection strategies 
that support student 
learning, including ICT-based 
tools.

 Data analysis considers all 
the provided evidence to 
inform differentiation focus, 
strategy and resource 
selection. Thoughtful 
recommendations and 
effective design for future 
data collection informed by 
the literature and reflection- 
including ICT-based tools

Data analysis considers most 
of provided evidence to 
inform differentiation focus, 
strategy and resource 
selection. Thoughtful 
recommendations and design 
for future data collection 
informed by the literature 
including ICT-based tools

Data analysis to inform 
differentiation focus, strategy 
and resource selection. 
Recommendations and design 
for future data collection 
informed by the literature 
including ICT-based tools

General analysis of data to 
inform differentiation focus, 
strategy and resource 
selection. A recommendation 
n for future data collection 
including ICT-based tools

Inadequate analysis of data to 
inform differentiation focus, 
strategy and resource 
selection. Limited 
recommendation for future 
data collection no use of ICT-
based tools

2, 3, 4, 5 Select and coordinate 
strategies and resources to 
support differentiated 
teaching and learning in 
English for a range of diverse 
learners, and including the 
use of ICTs

Integrated several excellent 
strategies to differentiate for a 
wide range of students in both 
modes. Selected engaging and 
high-quality resources to 
support differentiation for a 
range of diverse learners, and 
including the use of ICTs 

Integrated several appropriate 
strategies to differentiate for a 
range of students in both 
modes. Selected engaging 
resources to support 
differentiation for a range of 
diverse learners, and 
including the use of ICTs 

Selected appropriate 
strategies to differentiate for a 
range of students in both 
modes. Selected appropriate 
resources to support 
differentiation for a range of 
diverse learners, and 
including the use of ICTs

Selected strategies to 
differentiate for students in at 
least one mode. Selected 
resources to support 
differentiation for a range of 
diverse learners, and 
including the use of ICTs

Limited range of strategies to 
differentiate for students 
across both modes. Limited 
selection of resources to 
support differentiation for a 
range of diverse learners, and 
including the use of ICTs

4, 5 Design approaches to foster 
parent/carer involvement

High quality strategies for 
initiating, supporting, and 
valuing parent engagement in 
e student learning 

Quality strategies for 
initiating, supporting, and 
valuing parent engagement in 
student learning

Sound strategies for initiating, 
supporting, and valuing 
parent engagement in student 
learning 

Sound strategies for fostering 
parent engagement in student 
learning but could be further 
developed

Limited strategies for 
fostering parent engagement 
in student learning

http://www.chc.edu.au/
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LO CRITERIA HIGH DISTINCTION DISTINCTION CREDIT PASS FAIL

1, 4, 5, Provide a rationale for the 
decisions about intervention 
focus, differentiation 
strategies, data plan and 
parent engagement with 
reference to the literature 
and reflection on Christian 
practice

Evidence of a thoughtful and 
effective approach, informed 
by Christian perspectives and 
the academic literature 
integrated across all aspects 
of the task

Evidence of a thoughtful 
approach, informed by 
Christian perspectives and the 
academic literature developed 
across aspects of the task

Evidence of a Christian 
perspective and reference to 
the academic literature in 
most aspects of the task

A Christian perspective and 
reference to academic 
references within most  
aspects of the task but some  
omissions

Limited or inappropriate 
reference to a Christian 
perspective and no use of 
academic references

6 Communicated at an 
appropriate tertiary 
standard: with special 
attention to design elements, 
grammars, usage, logical 
relations, style, referencing 
and presentation

Effectively controls 
conventions of academic 
writing, comprehensive and 
accurate APA 7 referencing 
across a well-selected range 
of academic and 
professional resources

Consistently controls 
conventions of academic 
writing, mostly accurate APA 
7 referencing across a varied 
range of academic and 
professional resources

Controls conventions of 
academic writing, mostly 
accurate APA 7 referencing 
across a moderate range of 
academic and professional 
resources

Adequate conventions of 
academic writing, 
omissions/lapses in APA 7 
referencing across a basic 
range of academic and/ or 
professional resources

Inadequate control of 
academic writing and APA 7 
referencing conventions. No 
academic sources are 
referenced

COMMENT

http://www.chc.edu.au/

